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St. Michaef 's, Star Street, Paddington by christopher Dalton
One ofthe more unlkely bel i.stallauons I

came a.rost when lwas 9oin9 round London
towets in the mid-1960s, was the one at 5t
Mi<hae and All angels (hurch, 5tar street,
Paddington. The chlrch had been badly
damaged by bombing some 2s yea6 before,
but much of it - apart f.om the roof - had
rurulved, indud ns the exiraordinary,
somewhat Ge.man looking, tower with its
protectln9 .lo.k face and nate covered sptre.
The foundation stone had been laid ln 1860
and the deslqner was one Rhode (or Rodhe)
Hawkins. Heseems notto have been a prolfl.
church architecr but he did a sma lkh .hurch
on Homwood common n surey (with one
tmall bell) and a larse and prominent chlrch
in Exeter - another 5t Michael's (wth one 26
cwt.Iaylorbell oi 1867).
An Extraordinary Tower

At 5tar steet. Hawkints sender red brlck
tower was oblong on plan, unbuttressed
except by what was left of the chlrch, and
with walhjust 1 ft. 10 in. thi.k at befry evel.
lnto this mprobable re.epta.e lohn Warner
& 5on5 had shoe horned a moderately healy
ring of eight bellt, dated 1861 and tuned to
the key of E. By all a(ounts these bels had
been wel lused in their t ime, despi tecr.mped
and i l -vent i lated r inging .ondi t lons and
tower swayon a parwith Leamlngton Roman
catholk church.lndeed, four peak wer€ runs
of the bels incl!ding, amazingy, one of
Superlative in February 1905.
How the aelb were hung

The bel ls were h! .9 four on four,  a l
5wjnging the same way so atto take advantaqe
o{therhape ofthe belfry, in fair y ma$ive oak
fram*. The ightest three and the fifth hu.g
above and the fe5t below Liftle appeared to
h.ve .hanged s.ce Warnets fitst lrna led the
be h The elm stocks were deary originarand
stil had strap-type gldgeo.s But some
renewals, including the plai. bearngt had
tak€n place in 1912 when the rinq was rehung
by warne6, as reported in |he Ringing world
at the time. The tenor was published a5
weghlnq 19tut2qr l4 b.bl t th ist l rnedout
to be an exaggeration: ts net weight when
re.eived by Taylou in 1967 was 18 tut 1 qr
4 lb. The liqhtgt four belh had warne6'
favourite angular canons andthe heavistfour
the dwarfcanon5 dsigned by Lord Gr mthorpe
andfi6t used at Doncaner parish church. \t. M^hoelt. Srat tueet. Pa.lclt^g an pntuG.l:n to66
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Thetone and tuning were probablyas qood
a5 any ofthe big three forndrier active n the
mid Victorian perod were prodlcng In my
younger days warne6 alwaysgot rather a bad
pre$ and lndeed a ot  o l  ther r ings have
bi t ten the dun (Nawey and mmanuel,
streatham,lo nane but t!vo) or been exported
(st M.ry Magdalene, Enfield). Blt Dalston..n
si i l  be enloyed and, l l r ther afeld,  rn9,  ike
Walmer in Kent and S.orton in Lancash re.

Decline between the Wars
Anyway, ar slar st.eet the belh had qone

into decllne between the two World waE
when that redoubtable dnedory .omple.
and tower qrabber Ronald Dove pad the
tower a v lst  wi th f ive others dur ing a
heatwave n l933,they hadto br inqthe rown
ropes but it w:3 on y lack of manpower that
prevented them lrom r inging al  e ight
remember him reco!nrin9 the story that the
ch!(hwarden at rhe time had asked the
rinqeB not to srart unt I he had had a chance
to move h s car away from underneath rhe
tower Not ong afterthat, Tay ors nstalled an

E lacombe.h m n9.pp:rat ls,  a.d b! thet ime
t iEt .L imbed upthetower in September 1966

most ol the wheeh were n a soay st.te and
ony that on the thi rd was n nta. t  Aso
some damage had been.: lsed b! :  m nor t  re

Demol i t ion in '1957
Event la lyrhe.hu.ch, orwhat! !a5 ef t  of  i t ,

was demolished, depriv ng Padd nqron ol one
ol ts more id osyncraic bu ld ngs and the
r ing nq exercise of  .  notrenib y lsefulr lnq of
belk lhen as now, I slrpe.t there was no
ready m.rketfor a heavy rinq of elghi, le.st of
.l o.e with o d nyle tun ng In lhe eve.t the
metalwas acquired bythe Revd Tony C ayton
to prov de a ightr ing ofe th i  be tatTooi ing
Graveney lt was a melancholy f dradatic
experen(e to be present on the morning of
1st  May 1967, when the demo i t  on
.ontractoE were lteraljy throwinq the be 15
out of rhe tower onto what had be€n the
chur.h lloor, .evitably smash ng ai lean o.e
of them n the pro.e$
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SECOND.HAND BELLSWANTED
We have a larse n!mber olcnqu |  €slorsin!re
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